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About

Smithee takes its roots in a vintage wood type specimen from the Fonderie
Typographique Francaise, discovered in the archives of the Musée de
I'imprimerie et de la communication graphique in Lyon. The original source
appears to be areissue of the collection from A. Martin & Cie (Ardon,
Switzerland), a 20th-century leader in wood type manufacturing.

At the time, these styles fell under the utilitarian designation “Série A” (and
“Série C” for heavier weights). We were immediately drawn to the tension
between its mechanical, straightforward structure (b, d, p, q) and its more
organic, idiosyncratic twists (a, s).

Among the wide range of styles displayed, we focused on the most condensed
variant. Its silhouette evokes both Edward Wright’s iconic titling for the 1956
“This Is Tomorrow” exhibition and the archetypal “billing block” credits found
at the bottom of movie posters. This cinematic connection inspired the name
Smithee, a nod to “Alan Smithee”—the famous pseudonym used by directors
who disowned a film after it was recut against their will.

Now available as a variable font, Smithee expands into a 5-weight family

to address a vast range of typographic needs. As the weights grow bolder,
Smithee’s industrial personality subtly shifts toward a friendlier, quirkier tone.
With its straight-sided condensed forms and numerous alternates,

Smithee is a daring tool for expressive, high-impact typography.
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Family Overview

Smitheg Extra-Condensed Lioht

Smitfiee Extra-Condensed Regular

Smithee Extra-Condensed Medium

Smithee Extra-Condensed Bold

Smithee Extra-Condensed Black

About
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Série A, Caractéres d’Affiches,
Bois et Galvanos, Fonderie
Typographique Francaise
(ca.1922-1930)/A. Martin

& Cie (ca. 1905)
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N® 4429 — Sur 6 cicéros, en galvano et en bois

GRAND CIRCO
Cannes Roche

Ne 4430 — Sur 7 cicéros, en galvano et en bois

No 4431 — Sur 8 cicéros, en bois

DINE NIC
Neuichatel

N® 4432 — Sur 10 cicéros

MUNI
Chois

Seéerie C

Source

N¢ 4433 — Sur 12 cicéros

BOURG Gand ' Bouffon

N¢ 4434 — Sur 15 cicéros

DOnat

N¢ 4435 — Sur 20 cicéros

Serie C Sl

I
|

Série C, Caractéres d’Affiches,
Bois et Galvanos, Fonderie
Typographique Francaise
(ca.1922-1930)/A. Martin

& Cie (ca. 1905)
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ALAN SMITHEE
[HEALIAS MEN

Overview 8




Smithee Extra-Condensed Specimen Apex Type Foundry

ernova
UL

Overview 9




Smithee Extra-Condensed Specimen Apex Type Foundry

pogart - Bogart
dievel - Sieqel
ris - Prifs

Features 10

Alternative a

Alternative g

Alternative j
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Brest  Brest
Hors!  Hors!
favior - Taylor

Features 11

Alternative r

Alternative t

Alternative y
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Alternative ampersand [ss07]
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Variable Weight Axis

MANARARRAR
RARRARARAAY
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" ATELEVISION VERSION WAS AIRED N 1936 INTWO PARTS TOTALING 186 MINUTES,

[TREPLAGED MADSEN'S OPENING MONOLOG WITH A MUCH LONGER DESCRIPTION
OFTHESETTINGTHAT USED CONCEPT ARTSTILLS. LYNCH DISAVOWED THIS
VERSION AND HAD HIS NAME REMOVED FROM THE CREDITS. ALAN SMITHEE WAS
CREDITED,A PSEUDONYM USED BY DIRECTORS WHO WISHTO DISAVOWA FILM. THE
EXTENDED ANDTELEVISION VERSIONS ADDITIONALLY CREDITWRITER LYNCH AS
JUDAS BOOTH. THIS VERSION (WITHOUT RECAP AND SECOND CREDITROLL) HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN RELEASED ON DUD AS DUNE: EXTENDED EDITION. SEVERAL
LONGER VERSIONS HAVE BEEN SPLICED TOGETHER, PARTICULARLY FORTWO OTHER
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USED NI 2000 WRENTASARGLY DISGONTAUED. A OURNGTSFLUNG ADATRACHED VMR PP
HE S0LE PSEUDONYAF USED BY DGA MEMBERS WHO WERE, DRETORROBERTTOTEN AN ARRANGED T VEHO EPLACED BY Do
PAPER, DIRECTORS OF A FILN BUTWERE DISSATISHED WITH Tkt SIEGE SEGELLATER ESTIMATEDTATHEHADSPEVTOTO 10DAYSFLUNG
(NALPRODUCT AND ABLE T0 PROVE TO A GUILD PANELTHATTHEY WHLETOTTE HADSPENT25 AFS.EACH D ROUGHLY AN EQUALAMOUNT
D NOT BEEN ABLETO ENERCISE CREATIVE CONTROLOVER TS O FOTAGE N SEGELS FNALEDT, UT SEL A CLEARTHATWIDHARK
{LMING PROCESS. THE DIRECTOR WAS ALSO REQUIRED BY GUILD
{l l[s N[]”[]I] 8[:”88 H[[:HE[MS“\NE[S H\ N]THE 16pt FEFECTIVELY BEEN IN CHARGE THE ENTIRE TIME. WHEN THE FILM WAS FINISHED SIEGEL DID NOTWANTTOTAKE
Hilmn SRt
i S
JTHER MEDIA. BEFORE ]ﬂﬂlll[[.N'P[HM' il WY DAL
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“* \televsionversion was aired 1988 in two part totaling 186 minutes treplaced

Madsens opening monolog with  much (onger description ofthe seting that used
conceptartstils. Lynch disavowed this version and had his name removed from fhe
credits. Alan Smitheg was credited, pseudonym used by directors who wish o disavow
afim. The extended and television versions addtonallycreditwriter Lynch as Judas
Booth This version (without ecap and Second creditroll) has previously been released
00 DD s Dune; ExtendedEditon. Several onger versions have heen spliced together
particularyfor two ofher versions, one for San Francisca station KTVU and the oher 2
178-minute fan edtrom Scratch by SpiceDiver: Thefater cutwas officallyreleased by
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Alan Smithe also Allen Smithee) s anoficialpseudonym used by i
directors who wish todisown  project. Coined by the Directors
il of America n 1968 it was used unt 2000 when twas largel
discontinued. {twas the sole psetdonym used by DGA members who
Were, on paper,directors of ailm butwere dissatisied withthefina
productand abletoprove o a guid anel thatthey had notbegn abe
toexercise creative control over it fiming process. The director was
2130 reguired by it rules nottodiscus the circumstances leading
to the move or even o acknowledge being the projects director

T Alan Smitheg credithas also been adopted for divection redt
fiSputes intelevision, musicvideos and ofher media. Before 1968,
DA roles i not permit directors t be credited under a pseddonym.
This wastended to prevent producers from for¢ing them upon
directors, which would nhitthe development of their résumes,

The guit also reguired thatthe diector be credited,in Supportofthe
Aute(r theory, which positsthatthe director s te primary creatve
force befind afim. The Smitheg pseudonym was createdfor se

24pt

0n he fim “Deathofa Gunighter” released i 1969, During s iming lead actor Richard
Wimarkwas unhappy withdirector Robiert Ttten and arvanged t have im replaced
Dy Don Siegel. Sieaellater estimated that e had Spent g to 10 days fiming while Toften
i Spent 25 days. Each had roughly an equal amountoffootage n iegelinal et

Dt Siegel made clearthat Widmark had effectively been in charge he entre fime
When the flmwas inished, Siegel i notwanttotake the credttfor t and Tften refused
totakecredtin i place. The DGA pane! hearingthe dispute agreed thatthe film i
notrepresenteiher director creaive vision T origial proposal was to creditthe
fctonal Al Smith” However the name was deemed too common and was already in use

18pt

Wihi he il industry The fat ame was firstchanged o “Sithe ten “Smithee Which was thoughtto b ditictive
enough o avoid confusion with imilar names but withoutdrawing atentont el Critics praised thefim and s
“1ew” directorwithThe New York Times commenting thatthe fim was “Sharpl irected by Alln Smithee wha has an
aroitfacltyfor scanning faces and extracting sharp background detal” and Roger Ehertcommenting Director Allen
Smithee, a name [ mnotamilar with allows hisstory o unfold aturally” Followingts caimage the pseudonym Allen
Smithee" was applied retroactvlyto “Fade b (oso known a3 "ron Cowby”),afimstarring Burt Reynolds and
diected by Ju Taor which was it released before the release of Deathofa Gunfihter” Tayloralso requested the
pseudonymorCityin Fear” (1980) with David Janssen. Taylor commented on it use when e received te DGAS
Rabert . Aldrich Achievement Award i 2003:" had acouple o problems in my caregr havingtodo'with edtig and nt
having the contactuallyrequired number of days i the edtig room thatmy agent coudnt resolve. 3o, wentto the
B and sa, This s whas going on’The i wetto Ratfor me. | gotAlan Smithes onthem oth. twag a sgnal o

theindustry rom acreative ights point fview that the hows had e tampered with” The speling “Alan Smithee

17
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“*" ATELEVISION VERSION WAS AIRED IN1988 INTWO PARTS TOTALING 186

MINUTES; ITREPLACED MADSEN'S OPENING MONOLOG WITH A MUCH
LONGER DESCRIPTION OF THE SETTING THAT USED CONCEPTART STILLS.
LYNGH DISAVOWED THIS VERSION AND HAD HIS NAME REMOVED FROM
THECREDITS. ALAN SMITHEE WAS CREDITED, A PSEUDONYM USED BY
DIRECTORS WHO WISHTO DISAVOW A FILM.THE EXTENDED AND
TELEVISIONVERSIONS ADDITIONALLY CREDITWRITER LYNCH AS JUDAS
BOOTH. THIS VERSION (WITHOUTRECAP AND SECOND CREDIT ROLL) HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN RELEASED ON DVD AS DUNE: EXTENDED EDITION.
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" ALAN SMITHEE (ALSO ALLEN SMITHEE) IS AN OFFICIAL
PSEUDONY USED BY FILM DIRECTORS WHO WISH

RRRRRRR

10 DISOWN A PROJECT. COINED BYTHEL
GUILD OF AMERIGA IN 198, ITWAS USED UNTIL2000
WHEN ITWAS LARGELY DISCONTINUED. ITWAS THE SOLE

AECTORS

PSEUDONYN USED BY DGA MEMBERS WHO WERE, ON

PAPER, DIRECTORS OF
WITHTHE FINAL PRODUC!

A FILM BUTWERE DISSATISFIED

AND ABLETO PROVETO A GUILD

PANEL THATTHEYHAD NOTBEEN ABLETO EXERCISE

CREATIVE CONTROL
DIRECTOR WASALSO

THEALAN SMITE
RECTION CREL

EECREL
ITDISP

OUER 1T FILMING PROGESS. THE

REQUIRED BY GUILD RULES NOTTC
DISCUSS THE CIRCUMSTANGES LEADING TO THE MOVE OR
EVENTO AGKNOWLEDGE

BEINGTHE PROJECT § DIRECTOR.
ITHAS ALS0 BEENADOPTED FOR
JTES INTELEVISION, MUSIC

|
VIDEOS AND OTF
N

ERMED

JTPERMITDIRECTORS

. BEFORE 1963, DGA RULES DID

** TOBECREDITED UNDER A PSEUDONYM. THIS WAS INTENDED TO PREVENT

PRODUCERS FROM FORCING THEM UPON DIRECTORS, WHICH WOULD
INHIBITTHE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR RESUMES. THE GUILD ALSO
REQUIRED THATTHE DIRECTOR BE CREDITED, IN SUPPORT OF THE AUTEUR
THEORY, WHICH POSITS THATTHE DIRECTOR IS THE PRIMARY CREATIVE
FORCE BEHIND A FILM.THE SMITHEE PSEUDONYNM WAS GREATED FOR USE
ONTHE FILM “DEATH OF A GUNFIGHTER”, RELEASED IN'1369. DURING TS
FILMING, LEAD AGTOR RICHARD WIDMARK WAS UNHAPPY WITH
DIRECTOR

&et ROBERTTOTTEN AND ARRANGED TO HAVE HIM REPLACED BY DON SIEGEL. SIEGEL LATER

ESTIMATED THATHE HAD SPENT8TO 10 DAYS FILMING, WHILE TOTTEN HAD SPENT25 DAVS. EACH
HAD ROUGHLY AN EQUALAMOUNT OF FOOTAGE IN SIEGEL'S FINAL EDIT,BUT SIEGEL MADE CLEAR
THATWIDMARK HAD EFFECTIVELY BEEN IN CHARGE THE ENTIRE TIME. WHEN THE FILM WAS
FINISHED, SIEGEL DID NOTWANTTOTAKETHE CREDIT FOR ITANDTOTTEN REFUSED TO TAKE CREDIT
INHIS PLACE. THE DGA PANEL HEARING THE DISPUTE AGREED THATTHE FILM DID NOT REPRESENT
EITHER DIRECTOR'S CREATIVEVISION. THE ORIGINAL PROPOSAL WAS TO CREDITTHE FICTIONAL
“ALSMITH HOWEVER, THE NAME WAS DEEMED TOO COMMON AND WAS ALREADY IN USE WITHIN
THE FILM INDUSTRY. THE LASTNAME WAS FIRST CHANGED T0 “SMITHE', THEN “SMITHEE WHICH
WASTHOUGHTTO BEDISTINCTIVE ENOUGH TO AVOID CONFUSION WITH SIMILAR NAMES BUT
WITHOUTDRAWING ATTENTION TO TSELF. CRITICS PRAISED THE FILM AND TS “NEW" DIRECTOR,
WITHTHENEW YORKTIMES COMMENTING THAT THE FILM WAS “SHARPLY DIRECTED BY ALLEN
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*" Atelevision version was aired in 1988 intw parts totaling 166 minutes;

itreplaced Madsens opening monolog with a much longer description of the
setting that used concept art sill. Lynch disavowed this version and had fis
name removed from the credits. Alan Smithee was credited, a pseudonym
used by directors who wish to disavow a ilm. The extended and television
Versions additionaly creditwriter Lynch s Judas Booth, This version
(without recap and second credit roll) ias previously been released on DV
45 Dune; Extended Edition. Several longer versions have heen spliced
together, particularlyfor two other versions, one for San Francisco station
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Alan Smithee (also Allen Smithee) s an official pseudonym
used by film directors who wish to disown  project. Coined by
the Directors Guild of America in 168, it was used unti 2000
When it was [argely discontinued. ltwas the Sole pseudonym
used by DGA members who were, on paper, directors ofa film
butwere dissatisfied with the final product and able to prove
t0 2 guild panel that they had not been ahle to exercise creative
control over ts flming process. The director was alse
required by guild rules notto discuss the circumstances
leading to the move or even to acknowledge being the projects
Uirector. The Alan Smithee credit has also been adopted for
Uirection credit disputes in television, music videos and other
media. Before 1968, DGA rules did not permit directors to be
credited under a pseudonym. Tis was intended to prevent
producers fromforcing them upon divectors, which would
{nhibitthe development of their résumés. The guild also

24pt

required thatthe director be credited, in Support of e auteur theory, which
nosits that the director is the primary creative force befind a film.

The Smithee pseudonym was created for use on the film “Death of

a Gunfighter”, released in 1969. During it filming, ead actor Richar
Widmarkwas unhappy with divector Robert Iotten and arranged to have fim
replaced by Don Siegel. Siegel ater estimated that he had Spent to 10 days
fiming, while Totten had spent 25 days. Each had roughly an equal amount of
footage n Siegelsfinal edit, but Siegel made clear that Widmark had
eifectively beenin charge the entire fme. When thefilm

18pt

was inished, Siegel did not want to take the creditfor t and Totten refused to take crecitin his place.
The DGA panel hearing the dispute agreed thatthe film did not represent either director's creative
vision. The original proposal was to creditthe fictional “Al Smith” However, the name was deemed too
common and was already in use within the film industry. The last name was first changed to “Smithe’,
then “Smithee" which was thought to e distincEive enough to avoid confusion with Smilar names but
withoutdrawing attention o iself.Critics praised the film and ts “new” director: with The New York
Times commenting that the filmwas “Sharply directed by Allen Smithee who hag an adroitfaciity for
scanning faces and extracting sharp hackeround detail,” and Roger Ebert commenting, “Director Allen
Smithee, aname ['m not Familiar with, allows his story to unfold naturally Followingits coinage, the
pseudonym “Allen Smithee” was applied retroactively to “Fade I (also known as “Iron Cowboy), afilm
starring Burt Reynolds and directed by Jud Taylor which was irst released before the release of
“Death of a Gunfighter”. Taylor also requested the pseudonymfor “Cityin Fear” (1980) with David

21
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“** ATELEVISION VERSION WAS AIRED IN 1888 IN TWO PARTS

TOTALING 186 MINUTES; ITREPLAGED MADSEN'S

OPENING MONOLOG WITH A MUCH LONGER DESCRIPTION

OF THE SETTING THAT USED CONCEPT ART STILLS. LYNCH
DISAVOWED THIS VERSION AND HAD HIS NAME REMOVED FROM
THECREDITS. ALAN SMITHEE WAS CREDITED, A PSEUDONYM
USED BY DIRECTORS WHO WISHTO DISAVOW A FILN. THE
EXTENDED AND TELEVISIONVERSIONS ADDITIONALLY CREDIT
WRITER LYNCH AS JUDAS BOOTH. THIS VERSION (WITHOUT
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" ALAN SMITHEE (ALSO ALLEN SMITHEE)

Medium

IS AN OFFICIAL PSEUDONYM USED BY FILM
DIRECTORS WHO WISHTO DISOWN A PROJECT.
COINED BY THE DIRECTORS GUILD OF AMERICA IN
1968, ITWAS USED UNTIL2000 WHEN IT

WAS LARGELY DISCONTINUED. ITWAS THE SOLE
PSEUDONYN USED BY DGA MEMBERS WHO WERE,
N PAPER, DIRECTORS OF A FILM BUTWERE
JISSATISFIED WITH THE FINAL PRODUCT AND ABLE
TOPROVETO A GUILD PANEL THATTHEY HAD NOT
BEEN ABLETO EXERCISE CREATIVE CONTROL OVER
TS FILMING PROCESS. THE DIRECTOR WAS ALSO
REQUIRED BY GUILD RULES NOTTO DISCUSS THE
CIRCUMSTANCES LEADINGTO THE MOE OR EVEN

THEALAN SMITHEE CREDIT HAS

*" ALSOBEEN ADOPTED FOR DIRECTION CREDIT DISPUTES

INTELEVISION, MUSIC VIDEOS AND OTHER MEDIA. BEFORE 1368,
DGA RULES DID NOTPERMITDIRECTORS T0 BE CREDITED UNDER
APSEUDONYM. THIS WAS INTENDED TO PREVENT PRODUCERS
FRON FORGING THEM UPON DIRECTORS, WHICH WOULD INHIBIT
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR RESUMES. THE GUILD ALSO
REQUIRED THATTHE DIRECTOR BE CREDITED, IN SUPPORT OF THE
AUTEURTHEORY, WHICH POSITS THATTHE DIRECTOR IS THE

T0 ACKNOWLEDGE BEING THE PROJECT'S DIRECTOR.

&et PRIMARY CREATIVE FORCE BEHIND A FILM. THE SMITHEE PSEUDONYM WAS CREATED

FORUSEON THE FILM “DEATH OF A GUNFIGHTER”, RELEASED N 1369. DURING ITS
FILMING, LEAD ACTOR RICHARD WIDMARK WAS UNHAPPY WITH DIRECTOR ROBERT
TOTTENAND ARRANGEDTO HAVE HIM REPLACED BY DON SIEGEL. SIEGEL LATER
ESTIMATED THAT HE HAD SPENT 8 T010 DAYS FILMING, WHILETOTTEN HAD SPENTZ5
DAVS. EACH HAD ROUGHLY AN EQUALAMOUNT OF FODTAGE IN SIEGEL'S FINALEDIT,
BUT SIEGEL MADE CLEAR THAT WIDMARK HAD EFFECTIVELY BEEN IN CHARGE THE
ENTIRETIME. WHEN THE FILM WAS FINISHED, SIEGEL DID NOTWANT TO TAKE THE
CREDIT FOR ITANDTOTTEN REFUSED TOTAKE CREDIT IN HIS PLACE. THE DGA PANEL
HEARING THE DISPUTE AGREED THATTHE FILM DID NOT REPRESENT EITHER
DIRECTOR'S CREATIVE VISION. THE ORIGINAL PROPOSAL WAS TO CREDITTHE
FICTIONAL “AL SMITH". HOWEVER, THENAME WAS DEEMED T0O COMMON AND WAS
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“* Rtelevision versionwas aired in 1988 in two parts totaling 166

minutes; it replaced Madsen's opening monolog with a much longer
tescription of the Setting thatused concept art stills. Lynch
tisavowed this version and had his name removed from the
credits. Alan Smithee was credited, a pseudonym used by
tirectors whowish to disavow afilm. The extended and television
versions additionally credit writer Lynch as Judas Booth. This
version (without recap and second credit roll) has previously
been released on DUD as Dune: Extended Edition. Several longer
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Alan Smithee (also Allen Smithee) is an official
pseudonym used by film directors who wish to disown
a project. Goined by the Directors Guild of Americain
1968, it was used until 2000 when it was largely
discontinued. |twas the sole pseudonym used by DGA
members who were, on paper, directors of a film but
were dissatisfied with the final product and able to
prove to a guild panel that they had not been able

to exercise creative control over its filming process.
The director was also required by guild rules not to
iscuss the circumstances leading to the move or
even to acknowledge heing the project’s director:
The Alan Smithee credit has also heen adopted for
direction credit disputes in television, music videos
and other media. Before 1968, DGA rules did not
permit directors to be credited

24pt

under a pseudonym. This was intended to prevent producers from
forcing them upon directors, which would inhibit the development
of their résumés. The guild also required that the director be
credited, in support of the auteur theory, which posits that

the director s the primary creative force hehind a film.

The Smithee pseudonym was created for use on the film “Death of
a Gunfigtiter”, released in 1969. During its filming, lead actor
Richard Widmark was unhappy with director Robert Totten and
arranged to have him replaced

18pt

by Don Siegel. Siegel later estimated that he had spent 9 to 10 days filming, while Totten
had spent 25 days. Each had roughly an equal amount of footage in Siegel's final edit,
hut Siegel made clear that Widmark had effectively beenin charge the entire time. When
the film was finished, Siegel did not want to take the credit for it and Totten refused to
take creditin his place. The DGA panel hearing the dispute agreed that the film did

not represent either director’s creative vision. The original proposal was to credit the
fictional “Al Smith”. However. the name was deemed too common and was already inuse
Within the film industry. The last name was first changed to “Smithe”, then

“Smithee’ which was thought to be distinctive enough to avoid confusion with Similar
names butwithout drawing attention to itself. Critics praised the film and its “new”
tlirector, with The New York Times commenting that the film was “sharply directed by
Allen Smithee who has an adroit facility for scanning faces and extracting sharp

25
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" RTELEVISION VERSION WAS AIRED IN 1388

INTWO PARTS TOTALING 186 MINUTES; IT REPLACED
MADSEN'S OPENING MONOLOG WITH A MUCH LONGER
DESCRIPTION OF THE SETTING THAT USED CONCEPT ART
STILLS. LYNCH DISAVOWED THIS VERSION AND HAD HIS
NAME REMOVED FROM THE CREDITS. ALAN SMITHEE
WAS CREDITED, A PSEUDONYM USED BY DIRECTORS
WHOWISHTO DISAVOW A FILM. THE EXTENDED AND
TELEVISION VERSIONS ADDITIONALLY CREDIT WRITER
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" ALAN SMITHEE (RLSO ALLEN SMITHEE)

IS AN OFFICIAL PSEUDONYM USED BY

FILM DIRECTORS WHO WISH TO DISOUIN

A PROJECT. COINED B THE DIRECTORS
GUILD OF AMERICA IN 1968, IT WAS

USED UNTIL 2000 WHEN IT WAS LARGELY
DISGONTINUED. ITWAS THE SOLE
PSEUDONYM USED BY DGA MEMBERS WHO
WERE, ON PAPER, DIRECTORS OF A FILM BUT
WERE DISSATISFIED WITH THE FINAL
PRODUCT AND ABLETO PROVETO A GUILD
PANELTHATTHEY HAD NOT BEEN ABLE

TO EKERGISE CRERTIVE CONTROL OUER

ITS FILMING PROGESS. THE DIRECTOR WAS
ALSO REQUIRED BY GUILD RULES NOTTO
DISGUSS THE CIRGUMSTANGES LEADING
TOTHEMOUEOR EVENTO

" ACKNOWLEDGE BEING THE PROJECT'S DIRECTOR.

THEALAN SMITHEE CREDIT HAS ALSO BEEN ADOPTED
FOR DIRECTION CREDIT DISPUTES IN TELEVISION,
MUSIC VIDEQS AND OTHER MEDIA. BEFORE 1368,

DGA RULES DID NOT PERMIT DIRECTORS T0 BE
CREDITED UNDER A PSEUDONYM. THIS WAS INTENDED
TOPREVENT PRODUCERS FROM FORCING THEM UPON
DIRECTORS, WHICH WOULD INHIBIT THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THEIR RESUMES. THE GUILD

¢t ALSOREQUIRED THATTHE DIRECTOR BE CREDITED, IN SUPPORT OF THE

AUTEUR THEORY, WHICH POSITS THATTHE DIRECTOR IS THE PRIMARY
CREATIVE FORCE BEHIND A FILM. THE SMITHEE PSEUDONYM WAS
CREATED FOR USE ON THE FILM “DEATH OF A GUNFIGHTER”, RELEASED IN
1969. DURING ITS FILMING, LEAD ACTOR RICHARD WIDMARK WAS
UNHAPPY WITH DIRECTOR ROBERT TOTTEN AND ARRANGED TO HAUE HIM
REPLACED BY DON SIEGEL. SIEGEL LATER ESTIMATED THAT HE HAD SPENT
97010 DAYS FILMING, WHILETOTTEN HAD SPENT 25 DAVS. EACH HAD
ROUGHLY AN EQUALAMOUNT OF FOOTAGE IN SIEGEL'S FINAL EDIT,

BUT SIEGEL MADE CLEAR THAT WIDMARK HAD EFFECTIVELY BEEN IN
CHARGE THE ENTIRE TIME. WHEN THE FILM WAS FINISHED, SIEGEL DID NOT
WANTTO TAKE THE CREDIT FOR IT AND TOTTEN REFUSED TO TAKE CREDIT
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** Atelevision version was aired in 1988 in two parts

totaling 186 minutes; it replaced Madsen's opening
monolog with a much longer description of the setting
thatused concept art stills. Lynch disavowed this
version and had his name removed from the credits.
Alan Smithee was credited, a pseudonym used by
tirectors who wish to disavow a film. The extended and
television versions additionally credit writer Lynch as
Judas Booth. This version (without recap and second
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Alan Smithee (also Allen Smithee) is an
official pseutdonym used by film directors
who wish to disown a project. Goined by the
Directors Guild of America in 1968, it was
used until 2000 when it was largely
liscontinued. It was the sole pseudonym used
hy DGA members who were, on paper.
tlirectors of a film but were dissatisfied with
the final product and able to prove to a guild
panel that they had not been able to exercise
creative control overits filming process.
The director was also required by guild rules
not to discuss the circumstances leading

to the move or even to acknowledge being the
project’s director: The Alan Smithee credit
has also heen adopted for direction credit
tlisputes

24pt

in television, music videos and other media. Before 1968,
DGA rules did not permit directors to be credited under
apseutdonym. This was intended to prevent producers
fromforcing them upon directors, which would inhihit
the development of their résumeés. The guild also
required that the director he credited, in support of the
auteur theory, which posits that the director s the
primary creative force behind a film. The Smithee
pseudonym

18pt

was created for use on the film “Death of a Gunfighter”, released in 1969.
During its filming, lead actor Richard Widmark was unhappy with director
Rohert Totten and arranged to have him replaced by Don Siegel. Siegel later
estimated that he had spent 9 to 10 days filming, while Totten had spent 25
days. Each had roughly an equal amount of footage in Siegel's final edit,

hut Siegel made clear that Widmark had effectively heenin charge the
entire time. When the film was finished, Siegel did not want to take the
credit for it and Totten refused to take creditin his place. The DGA panel
hearing the dispute agreed that the film did not represent either director’s
creative vision. The original proposal was to credit the fictional “Al Smith".
However, the name was deemed too common and was already in use within
the film industry. The last name was first changed to “Smithe”, then

29
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" ALAN SMITHEE (ALSO ALLEN SMITHEE)

BBBBB

IS AN OFFICIAL PSEUDONYM USED

BY FILM DIREGTORS WHO WISH
TODISOWN A PROJECT. COINED BY

THE DIRECTORS GUILD OF AMERICA

IN 1963, ITWAS USED UNTIL2000
WHEN ITWAS LARGELY DISGONTINUED.
ITWAS THE SOLE PSEUDONYM USED BY
DGAMEMBERS WHO WERE, ON PRPER,
DIRECTORS OF A FILM BUT WERE
DISSATISFIED WITH THE FINAL
PRODUCTAND ABLETO PROVETOA
RUILD PANEL THAT THEY HAD NOT BEEN
ABLETO EXERCISE CREATIVE CONTROL
OVER ITS FILMING PROGESS. THE
DIRECTOR WAS ALSO REQUIRED BY
RUILD RULES NOT TO DISGUSS THE

" GIRGUMSTANGES LEADING TO THE MOUE OR

EVEN TO ACKNOWLEDGE BEING THE PROJECT’S
DIRECTOR. THE ALAN SMITHEE CREDIT HAS
ALSO BEEN ADOPTED FOR DIRECTION CREDIT
DISPUTES IN TELEVISION, MUSIC VIDEOS

AND OTHER MEDIA. BEFORE 1963, DGA RULES
DID NOT PERMIT DIRECTORS T0 BE GREDITED
UNDER A PSEUDONYM. THIS WAS INTENDED

TO PREVENT PRODUCERS FROM FORCING THEM

¢et  UPON DIREGTORS, WHICH WOULD INHIBIT THE DEVELOPMENT

OF THEIR RESUMES. THE GUILD ALSO REQUIRED THAT THE
DIRECTOR BE CREDITED, IN SUPPORT OF THE AUTEUR THEORY,
WHICH POSITS THAT THE DIRECTOR IS THE PRIMARY CREATIVE
FORCE BEHIND A FILM. THE SMITHEE PSEUDONYM WAS
GREATED FOR USE ON THE FILM “DEATH OF A GUNFIGHTER",
RELEASED IN 1969. DURING ITS FILMING, LEAD ACTOR
RICHARD WIDMARK WAS UNHAPPY WITH DIRECTOR ROBERT
TOTTEN AND ARRANGED TO HAVE HIM REPLACED BY DON
SIEGEL. SIEGEL LATER ESTIMATED THAT HE HAD SPENT9T0 10
DAYS FILMING, WHILE TOTTEN HAD SPENT 25 DAVS. EACH HAD
ROUGHLY AN EQUAL AMOUNT OF FOOTAGE IN SIEGEL'S FINAL
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A television version was airedin 1988 in

two parts totaling 186 minutes; it replaced
Madsen’s opening monolog with amuch longer
description of the setting that used concept
artstills. Lynch disavowed this version

and had his name removed from the credits.
Alan Smithee was credited, a pseudonym used
by directors who wish to disavow a film. The
extended and television versions additionally
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" Alan Smithee (also Allen Smithee)

Blac

is an official pseudonym used hy

film directors who wish to disown
aproject. Coined hy the Directors
Guild of Americain 1968, it was

used until 2000 when it was largely
discontinued. It was the sole
pseudonym used hy DGA members
whowere, on paper; directors of a film
but were dissatisfied with the final
product and ahle to prove to a guild
panel that they had not heen ahle

to exercise creative control over its
filming process. The director was also
required by guild rules not to discuss
the circumstances leading to the
move or even to acknowledge heing

24pt

the project’s director: The Alan Smithee credit
has also heen adopted for direction credit
disputes in television, music videos and other
media. Before 1968, DGA rules did not permit
directors to he credited under a pseutonym.
This was intended to prevent producers from
forcing them upon directors, which would
inhibit the development of their résumés.

The guild also required that the director he

18pt

credited, in support of the auteur theory, which posits

that the director is the primary creative force hehind a film.
The Smithee pseutlonym was created for use on the film “Death
of a Gunfighter”, released in 1969. During its filming, lead actor
Richard Widmark was unhappy with director Robert Totten
andl arranged to have him replaced hy Don Siegel. Siegel later
estimated that he had spent 9 to 10 days filming, while Totten
had spent 25 days. Each had roughly an equal amount of
footage in Siegel’s final edit, hut Siegel made clear that
Widmark had effectively heen in charge the entire time. When
the film was finished, Siegel did not want to take the credit for
it and Totten refused to take credit in his place. The DGA panel
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